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If you would please go ahead and open your Bibles to Mark chapter 11; Mark chapter 11 and we will be picking up in verse 20.

We are in a sermon series called “The Final Week” and we are working our way, day by day, through the final week of Jesus’ earthly ministry in preparation for Easter.

We are using the gospel of Mark as our main text for this series because Mark records these events on a day by day basis. We started a couple weeks ago by looking at the events that took place on Palm Sunday, as recorded in Mark 11:1-11.

Last week we looked at the events that took place on Monday of Holy Week, as recorded in Mark 11:12-19.

This morning we are picking up in verse 20 of Mark chapter 11, as we look at what took place on Tuesday of that final week.

Mark really slows things down and includes a lot of what happens on Tuesday. 

Think about this. The first 10 chapters of Mark’s gospel covers Jesus first three years of ministry. The last 6 chapters cover just this one final week of Jesus’ life. 

And half of the verses in those six chapters cover just this one day—Tuesday, starting here in 11:20 and running all the way to the end of chapter 13.

Let’s read picking up with Mark 11:20: “As they passed by in the morning, they saw the fig tree withered away to its roots. 21 And Peter remembered and said to him, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree that you cursed has withered.” 
 
“In the morning” Mark writes. This is Tuesday Morning. Like Jesus and His disciples had done on Sunday evening, they spent Monday night back in Bethany.

Bethany was a small village  about 1 and a half miles, east by south east of Jerusalem, just on the other side of the Mt. of Olives.

Interestingly enough, then name Bethany actually means “house or place of unripe figs.”

On their way back to Jerusalem Jesus and His disciples pass by this fig tree which has withered and died. 

Peter remembers that this was the same fig tree Jesus cursed the day before and says “look that tree you curded is dead.”

Jesus had cursed the tree in Mark 11:14 after going to it and finding no fruit on it Jesus said: “May no one ever eat fruit from you again.” 

Last week we saw how Mark used this account of the fig tree to form an inclusio, a literary structure. Mark used this kind of structure a number of times in his gospels.

The story of the fig tree became like two slices of bread of a sandwich and the account of Jesus cleansing the temple (Mark 11:15-19) becomes the meat of the sandwich.

The meaning of both stories are best understood when taken together as one sandwich not as separate stories.

Much like a prophet of the Old Testament, the fig tree becomes the symbolic act representing as a tangible illustration the prophetic message that Jesus proclaims in the temple, a message of repent or be judged. Repent and be saved.

If you missed last week’s message you can listen to it online. Just go to the church website and look under the Sermon tab.

I bring this up because Mark is intentional in the way he has positioned the second half of the inclusio, the story of the fig tree. Mark puts it here as he opens up the events that take place on Tuesday for a reason.

Mark is making a conscience link between the prophetic message Jesus gave on Monday and what takes place in the temple on Tuesday.

At the heart of Monday’s prophetic message Jesus was calling the Jews, especially the Jewish religious leaders to repentance.

They had felt that they were safe and acceptable to God because of their heritage, they were born Jews, 

They thought that they were safe because they came to the temple and practiced all their religious rituals.

Though they had all the appearance of life, they had no fruit of a life of faith. In fact their lives should how far they were from God. 

They had not cared for the widows or the orphans, the needy and the outcast. They had failed to live out the truth of God’s word in their lives and it was evident in the way they treated the least fortunate in their society.

They had not cared for the very people God cared for. So God tells them that He rejects their offerings and worship.

Jesus goes on to tell them that God will accept the offerings and worship from the very people the Jews had ignored, the widows and orphans, the gentiles and outcast, because these peoples’ hearts would be turned toward God.

When the Jewish leaders heard this they were outraged—I mean really ticked off. And they began to look for a way to have Jesus silenced preeminently, to be put to death.

So with that in mind, let’s get a quick overview of what all is going on here on Tuesday of Holy Week.

As we have already seen it starts with Jesus and His disciples headed back into Jerusalem.

After Peter points out the dead fig tree, Jesus uses a little hyperbole, or overstating something to make a point.

Hyperbole is a kind of figure of speech. It’s like saying “I could eat a horse.” Of course I couldn’t, in fact wouldn’t, eat a whole horse but you get the idea. By over stating it I am making the point that I am really hungry.

That is a figure of speech, a form of hyperbole. And that is what Jesus doing here. 

Look here at Mark 11:22-23 “…Jesus answered them, “Have faith in God. 23 Truly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and thrown into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says will come to pass, it will be done for him.”

The key here is found in what Jesus says first there in Mark 11:22 “Have faith in God.” That’s the point! Don’t lose sight of that!

In an over the top fashion Jesus says have faith in God, in other words; go all in, hold nothing back. 

And if you do your life will be radically different.

There are some people, whom I know love the Lord, but they takes this passage out of its context and build a whole teaching about faith and how you can somehow force God’s hand to do what you want, so long as you ask without doubting.

I can be healed of this cancer if I just believe enough. But if the cancer doesn’t go away it is because I didn’t have enough faith, or I’m still holding on to some doubt. Not because this is bad teaching!

I’m not going to spend a lot of time on this but let me just say this—baloney!  You can’t take one verse and assign meaning to it and ignore everything else that the rest of Scripture has to say about prayer. 

This point of this passage is not about getting what you want.

The point here is have faith in God! Not have faith in your faith, your ability to believe without doubting, or your need to sow a faith seed by sending money to somebody’s ministry.

No it is this. Have faith in God! Commit, go all in, it is not God and…anything else. It is God alone!

The Jews in the temple had faith in themselves, in their heritage, in belonging to the temple, in their own “righteousness”, in their keeping their religious duties. 

And like that tree, though it had all the appearance of life was fruitless and cursed by Jesus.

But Jesus is saying our faith has to be in God…alone! And that kind of faith will lead to a radical life.

In the conflict and more conflict that follows as Jesus enters the temple Mark draws a sharp contrast between self-righteous religion and wholehearted devotion to God.

Starting in Mark 11:27 when Jesus and His disciples arrive in Jerusalem and as the enter “…the temple, the chief priests and the scribes and the elders came to him, 

This is the first group of people to confront Jesus, the Jewish leaders.
I can just imagine. After being blasted out of the water yesterday, these leaders who were representatives of the Sanhedrin, the guardians of Israel’s religious life were probable up all night trying to think of a way to trap Him.

So they come to Him and asked in Mark 11:28 “By what authority are you doing these things, or who gave you this authority to do them?”

The “these things” here refers to His purging the temple the previous day (cf. 11:15-17) and probably authoritative way He taught the people.

Basically they are saying, who do you think you are?! This is our temple, we’re in charge. What gives you the right to come in here and call us out?

Jesus shuts them down though by saying; look I’ll answer your question but first you answer mine. Under whose authority did John the Baptist preach and baptize?

The implication here is that since they rejected that John’s authority as coming from God, they would also reject Jesus authority as coming from God as well. 

Then as Jesus continued to teach in the temple we see that Chapter 12 opens up with Jesus telling a parable of man who plants a vineyard. But when he goes off on a journey so he rents it out to some farmers. 

But when the harvest comes and it’s time for the farmers to pay the owners his share they refuse to pay. After sending his servants, some of whom are beaten and others then the owner finally sends his son, his beloved son.

The farmers then kill the son thinking without an heir the land would be theirs. 

Then Jesus asks in Mark 12:9 “What will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come and destroy the tenants and give the vineyard to others.”

With that the chief priest, the teachers of the law and the elders went away. They knew that Jesus was talking about them.

They had been entrusted with God’s vineyard, the people of Israel, but they had become greedy, wanting to keep it all for themselves.

They wanted the honor, and praise, the position and the power that came with their titles. They wanted to be in control and would reject anything that challenged their authority including Jesus the beloved Son of God.

That is why, quoting from Psalm 118, Jesus says here in Mark 12:10-11: “Have you not read this Scripture: “The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; 11 this was the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes’?” 

The prophetic message that Jesus brought on Monday, with its call to repentance and promise of restoration to those who would repent is rejected.

The warning of the fig tree, teaching of Christ, the power of His presence in the temple is all rejected.

But this was the Lord’s doing, this was in keeping with God’s plan, to take the gospel message to the ends of the earth. To bring salvation to all nations and all peoples.

The first group to confront Jesus were the religious leaders. The next group are the Pharisees who come in Mark 12:13-17. 

The Pharisees were the pastor / theologians of their day. Many of synagogues were led by Pharisees. They were in a way the theological experts of the day. 

Pharisees try to trip Jesus up by asking a question about paying taxes to the Caesar.

If Jesus said no, he could be arrested for trying insight an insurrection, an uprising, against the Roman government. 

But to say yes would put a wedge between Jesus and the people who were starting to follow him.

Then in Mark 12:18-27 the third group, the Sadducees, have a go at confronting Jesus. 

The Sadducees were Jewish aristocratic, the upper classes in society. Many of them bought their way into positions of authority. 

They bring up the lame theological question about marriage in the afterlife in an effort to stump Jesus in front of the crowds who had gathered to hear Jesus teach.

Three groups confront Jesus in the temple that Tuesday. 

The first group was the religious leaders, the chief priest, the teachers of the law and the elders. They trusted in their position, their power and their authority.

Next came the Pharisees who trusted in their theology.

Finally the Sadducees who trusted in their wealth or positions in society.

But they all rejected Christ. None of them put their faith in God.

At this point Jesus is pretty much done with these Jewish leaders and He is starting to turn His attention to the crowd that has gathered and been watching Him respond to these questions and challenges.

In Mark 12:35-37 Jesus uses and Old Testament reference from Psalm 110 where David is talking about the coming deliver. 

This was taken as a reference to the coming messiah, the anointed one who would come and deliver God’s people.

Jesus raises the expectation of the people to see this messiah as not just a decedent of David. But as the Lord of David.  One who would be higher and more exulted the David himself.

Then, look down at Mark 12:38-44 Jesus warns the people about the Sadducees, Pharisees and the teachers of the Law all who sought to exult themselves.

In verse 38 Jesus “…said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes and like greetings in the marketplaces 39  and have the best seats in the synagogues and the places of honor at feasts, 40  who devour widows’ houses and for a pretense make long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.” 

They will receive a greater, in degree, condemnation or judgment because they knew the law and the Old Testament and should have known better.

But now in contrast to these religious leaders Mark adds that little story about a widow.

Look down at Mark 12 picking up in verse 41: “And he [Jesus] sat down opposite the treasury and watched the people putting money into the offering box.

Up until now Jesus had been teaching out in the Court of the Gentiles. But now He has moved into the court of the Women.

Up against one wall in this court were 13 trumpet-shaped collection receptacles use to receive peoples’ freewill offerings and contributions

Here again we see a contrast between those whose faith is in their money or whose faith is in God.

 Verse 41 goes on: Many rich people put in large sums. 
42 And a poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which make a penny. 

A denarius was a day’s wage for a laborer. These two copper coins was only worth about 1/128th of a denarius. 

43 And he called his disciples to him and said to them, “Truly, I say to you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the offering box. 44 For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.” 

She gave all she had, she was completely in. Her trust and faith was completely in God.
Where does this kind of trust, faith sold out dependence come from?
How do I get that kind of faith!? Well, I’m glad you asked.

At the very center of the whole section of conflict confrontation and contrasting, Mark puts this great command.

Look back up at Mark 12, starting at verse 28. 

This gets at the heart of all of this: Mark 12:28: And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing that he answered them well, asked him, “Which commandment is the most important of all?” 

This comes after Jesus responds to the Pharisees and the Sadducees.
“Which commandment is the most important of all?” the scribe asks.

Traditionally the scribes spoke of 613 individual commandments of the Mosaic Law—365 negative ones and 248 positive ones.

29 Jesus answered, “The most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30 And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 

Jesus quotes Deuteronomy 6:4-5, the Shema. Shema is the Hebrew word for hear, the first word in Deuteronomy 6:4.

These verses would have been recited by devout Jews twice daily, once in the morning and again in the evening.

But then Jesus adds a quote from 	Leviticus 19:18.

31 The second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.” 

32 And the scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher. You have truly said that he is one, and there is no other besides him. 33 And to love him with all the heart and with all the understanding and with all the strength, and to love one’s neighbor as oneself, is much more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 

To love God and those who are created in His image is much more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 

All of the religion, theology, prestige and positions, all the wealth in the world, and even all the sacrificial giving is worthless unless it is routed in and flows out of our love for God.

Our love for God is expressed best in our love for others.

All that we do is in response to our love for God. And all that we do has to be motivated out of our love for others.

This love will endure, and strengthen us even through the worst of times.

Mark closes out this section with chapter 13. In chapter 13 as Jesus and His disciples are leaving the city headed back to Bethany for the night, the disciples marvel at the beauty of the temple and the strength and security of stones upon which it is built.

But Jesus warns them that not even these stones will remain in the trouble to come. Jesus then goes on to speak of the persecution and trials that God’s people will face before Christ returns.

It will be our love for God and our love for others that will sustain us, even in the darkest hours.

[bookmark: _GoBack]We are to love the Lord our God. We are to love those whom He loves.
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